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BOOK REVIEWS 307 

Biographical Story of the Constitution; A Study of the Growth of 
the American Union. By Edward Elliott. (New York 
and London: The Knickerbocker Press, G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1910. Pp. vii, 400.) 

This work undertakes to present in twelve chapters an account, 
based upon the best secondary authorities, of our constitutional 
history as influenced by the thoughts, words and actions of certain 
of our great men. After a chapter on "The Fathers," Professor 
Elliott takes up successively Alexander Hamilton, James Wilson, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, John Marshall, Andrew Jackson, 
Daniel Webster, John C. Calhoun, Abraham Lincoln, Thaddeus 
Stevens and Theodore Roosevelt, and discusses the evolution of the 
Constitution of the United States, in the periods of the Nation's history 
covered by the activities of each of these men. The influence of each 
one is suggested by a phrase attached to his name, thus "Growth 
through Administrative Organization" is ascribed to Hamilton; 
"Growth through Speculative Forecast" to James Wilson; "Retarda- 
tion through Sectional Influence" to Calhoun; and "Growth through 
Reconstruction" to Stevens; etc. In every case a very fair account 
is given of the principles for which each man stood; while, thanks 
to Professor Elliott's easy style, the addition of considerable bio- 
graphical matter contributes to the interest of the work. There is, 
in the book, little critical analysis, either from the standpoint of the 
lawyer or from that of the political scientist. Indeed it is not easy 
to state Professor Elliott's point of view, as this seems to reflect 
largely the authorities which he has followed, and to expand with 
the broadening of constitutional interpretation until the last chapter. 
Even here it is difficult to ascertain whether the change of ideals, 
which has marked recent years, does or does not meet with Professor 
Elliott's approval. A short bibliography is appended to the work. 
A somewhat unusual feature is the appendix of selected documents 
significant in the constitutional history of the United States, which 
covers over a hundred pages. As there is not room to present all 
these documents in their entirety, and as all are readily accessible 
elsewhere, one wonders whether this space might not more wisely 
have- been devoted to an expansion of the main part of the volume. 
Unusually well written and free from partisan spirit, the book should 
find its chief usefulness in the work of public libraries, as a general 
introduction to wider reading in American Constitutional History. 

St. George L. Siotjssat. 



